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Executive summary

This report calculates and presents the proposed council tax base
for council tax setting purposes in line with current legislation and
guidance.

Recommendations

Itis RECOMMENDED that:

€)) Approves the report for the calculation of the council’s
tax base for the year 2023/24 and recommends the tax base to
Full Council.

(b) Pursuant to the report, and in accordance with the
Local Authorities (Calculation of Council Tax Base)
Regulations 1992, as amended, the amount calculated as the
council tax base for Bournemouth, Christchurch and Poole
Council for 2023/24 is 144,839.

Reason for
recommendations

The Council is required by the Local Authorities (Calculation of Tax
Base) Regulations 1992, as amended, to calculate the council tax
base for the financial year 2023/24.

Portfolio Holder(s):

Councillor Drew Mellor, Leader, Finance & Transformation

Corporate Director

Graham Farrant, Chief Executive

Report Author

Matthew Filmer, Assistant Chief Financial Officer

Wards

Council-wide

Classification

For Recommendation

Background

1. Bournemouth, Christchurch and Poole (BCP) Council is required to calculate its tax
base in accordance with the Local Authorities (Calculation of Tax Base) Regulations
1992, as amended, and provide this information to the Dorset Police & Crime
Commissioner, the Dorset & Wiltshire Fire & Rescue Authority as well as the




relevant parish, town and neighbourhood councils and charter trustees in the BCP
Council area.

Calculation of the council tax base

2.

Under the Local Government Finance Act 1992 and accompanying regulations,
detailed procedures exist for calculating the tax base which will be used for
calculating the levels of council tax charged to residents. The tax base for BCP
Council is expressed as the number of band D equivalent properties and will be
used to calculate BCP Council’s element of council tax as well as the council tax
charged by other preceptors.

The detailed calculation of the BCP Council tax base is provided in Appendix A.

The calculations include estimated changes in the Valuation Office’s Valuation List
that will take place during 2023/24 by reference to the following:

a) Provision for successful appeals

b) Provision for exempt properties

c) Changes in the number of properties (demolitions and new additions)
d) Costof local council tax support scheme (LCTS)

e) Estimated single person and other discounts

f) Estimated collection rate

The total estimated tax base for BCP Council has increased from 142,814 in
2022/23 to 144,839 in 2023/24. This is down to an improved collection rate and
higher growth expected in the number of additional properties in 2023/24.

Throughout 2022/23 the cost of LCTS has decreased and collection rates marginally
improved, although both features remain adverse compared to pre pandemic levels.

The cost of the LCTS is estimated at £26.7 million (£26.9 million 2022/23) which is a
decrease of £0.2 million compared to last year. The weighted average collection rate
is estimated at 98.2% (97.6% 2022/23).

In addition to calculating the tax base for BCP Council, a separate tax base must be
calculated for each part of the council’s areas to which a special item of expenditure
relates. Parish, town and neighbourhood councils and charter trustee precepts are
all treated as special items for these purposes and their precepts are charged only
over the tax base for the relevant area. This is provided in Appendix B to this report.

The council tax requirement for 2023/24, which will be approved by BCP Council in
February 2023, will be divided by the calculated tax base to arrive at the charge for a
band.

Options Appraisal

10. The council can make differing assumptions regarding the estimated additions,

deletions, exempt properties, discounts, cost of LCTS and the collection rate and
their impact on the tax base. However, these have been set at a level based on
historical trend and with due regard to the current economic environment in order to
ensure as far as possible that a deficit does not occur on the collection fund.



Summary of financial implications
11. As set out in the body of this report.

Summary of legal implications

12. The calculation and approval of the tax base is a crucial step in the council being
able to set a legal balanced budget for 2023/24.

13. The council must set its tax base in accordance with the Local Authorities
(Calculation of Tax Base) Regulations 1992, as amended, and inform other
preceptors of their relevant tax base.

Summary of human resources implications
14. None

Summary of sustainability impact
15. None

Summary of public health implications
16. None

Summary of equality implications

17. None

Summary of risk assessment
18. None

Background papers

None

Appendices
Appendix A — BCP Council tax base 2023/24

Appendix B — Parish, town and neighbourhood council and charter trustee tax bases
2023/24



Appendix A — BCP Council tax base 2023/24

BAND Disab A Band A Band B Band C Band D Band E Band F Band G Band H Total
Total Properties 0 26,902 34,115 54,111 35,781 21,661 9,316 5,705 1,282 188,873
Exempt Properties 0 1,784 717 1,566 1,740 405 146 57 19 6,434
Demolished Dwellings 0 1 1 0 0 2 2 0 0 6
No. of chargeable dwellings subject to disabled reduction 0 19 54 245 172 164 102 51 51 858
Np. of dwglllngs effegtlvely subject to Council Tax for this band by 19 54 245 172 164 102 51 51 0 858
virtue of disabled relief
No. of dwellings entitled to a 25% discount 10 15,974 15,344 16,514 9,625 5,088 1,905 1,021 151 65,632

- y o i - )
Np. of dwellings entltle.d to a 25% discount as all but one resident being 0 206 345 563 359 240 74 24 2 1,833
disregarded for Council Tax purposes

) N o i ; )
No. of dwellings entltle_d to a 50% discount due to all residents being 1 22 a3 65 62 a8 6 61 24 352
disregarded for Council Tax purposes
No. of dwellings classed as 2nd home with 50% discount 0 377 2 4 1 4 2 0 0 390
No. of dwellings classed as empty and being charged the Empty Home 0 124 04 a7 33 32 18 17 4 209
Premium @100%
No. o_f dwellings classed as empty and being charged the Empty Home 0 25 16 15 2 2 1 2 1 68
Premium @200%
No. of dwellings classed as empty and being charged the Empty Home 0 12 9 5 2 2 5 0 0 37
Premium @300%
Total number of dwellings receiving a discount 11 16,579 15,724 17,146 10,047 5,370 2,027 1,126 177 68,207
Total number of dwellings being charged a premium 0 161 119 107 41 38 24 19 5 514
Reduction in taxbase as a result of the Family Annexe discount 0 30 1 0 2 0 0 0 0 32

. . S o .

?;;nber of dwellings where there is a liability to pay 100% Council 8 8.412 17,745 35219 23,945 15,784 7.066 4503 1,030 113,712
Number of dwellings with reduction under the Local Council Tax Reduction 6 5,618 5,029 4470 1,368 205 2 24 0 17,011
Scheme
Total equivalent number of dwellings after discounts, premiums,
exemptions and disabled relief 10 15,470 24,771 43,830 30,189 19,480 8,543 5,348 1,168 148,809
Estimated number of additions 0 127 203 359 248 160 70 44 10 1,220
Net Total 10 15,597 24,975 44,189 30,436 19,640 8,613 5,392 1,177 150,029
Ratio to Band D 5/9 6/9 719 8/9 9/9 11/9 13/9 15/9 18/9
Number of Band D equivalents 6 10,398 19,425 39,279 30,436 24,004 12,441 8,987 2,355 147,330
MOD Properties 161
Less Loses 1.8% -2,652
Tax Base 2023/24 144,839




Appendix B — Parish, town and neighbourhood council and charter trustee tax
bases 2023/24

Parish / Town / Charter Trustee Tax Base
Burton 1,619.1
Hurn 248.6
Christchurch Town Council 12,279.0
Highcliffe and Walkford 6,506.4
Unparished Christchurch 20.5
Throop and Holdenhurst Parish 301.5
Bournemouth Charter Trustee 64,842.4
Poole Charter Trustee 59,021.5
Total 144,839.0




